Fatin

O

Approved For Release 2004/09/28 - Chf-RRR§3-04634RP00300480060-5

THE PRESS

BTAT

MAGAZINES

Tristesse at Paris-Match

Ordinarily, the Paris-March building

crachles with Gallic clectricity as Eu-
rope’s best-paid, most buoyant journal-
ists exclaim over their Tatest exploits,
argue about politics and shout out the
window 10 preuy girls who preen in a
Cald acrons the street in the hope that
they may get ther pictures in the mag-
azine, But last week a heavy silence set-
tied on Paris-Mateh. Statlers moved
listlessly, speuaking in low, conspiratorial
whispers. An idle copy boy watched
over the managing editor’s oflice while
i usual occupant, André Lucaze, ap-
pearcd at the entrance to the building,
waving an envelope. “There it s, pals,
the final paycheek,” he told his col-
leagues, “I'm all through after 20 years.”
Then he walked away.

The tristesse at Paris-Mareh stems
from the strikes that swept France Jast
month. Caught up in the heady drive
o democratize all institutions, the pres-
ugious Paris-Mareh stall announced its
miention of forming an association 10
participate in the running of the mag-
aszine. The journalists were concerned
that Paris-Mateh night slacken its hurd-
driving, even daredevil news coverage.
But their umbition collided head-on with
the more traditional views of Publisher
Jean Prouvost, who has very firm ideas
about who ought 10 be running a pub-
fcation. AU 83, Prouvost pleaded with
hiv studl not to form the union. but
they voted overwhelmingly 10 po ahead.
The publisher retaliated by dismissing
Exccutive Editor Roger Thérond and
Munaging Editor Tacaze. Again the stafl
rebelied and voted to reinstate the ed-
itors. Prouvost backed down—tfor the
moment.

Abject Failure. But he soon pro-
ceeded to outtlunk his stafl. Without os-
tensibly firing the reinstated editors, he
installed & new triumvirate over them:

Rénd Carticr, business manager: Ray-
mond  Cartier  (no ki), a star re-
porter; and Arnold de Contudes. 35, a
Prouvost grandson-in-law who hus had
nO previous experience in journalism.
Then he drew up a list of several stafl-
crs to be dismissed. This action, he
maintained, was dictated by economic
necessity.  And.  indeed,  profits had
slipped  somiewhat  before the strike,
By failing to publish Tour issues dur-
ing the strikes, Paris-Matc/i had lost
at lecast $1.000.000. Moreover, adver-
tising orders had dropped, und the mag-
azine was hard put to maintain s
prestrike 1,280,000 circulation. By trim-
ming the statl, Prouvost estimated that
he could save S$400,000 a year. “For
200 years the staff grew,” said Ruay-
mond Cartier. “But no onc was fired.
Our intention is to get rid of a few
who don’t work.”

The  Pariv-Matcli employees,  of
course, were not buving that line. They
promised to cconomize and voted 10
strike in October, the first month of
heavy fall advertising, il the dismissals
were carried out. They fear that the
famed Paris-Matcl spirit has been fa-
tally  damaged, thut the flamboyant
weekly will never be guite the same
again, “We are a team, with our 1,000th
issue just published,” swid a veterun
stafTer. "It was going to be a big felc
with a photo exposition at the Louvre
with 1,000 pictures. Now, instead, the
mood is one of mourning.”
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